
Our mission is to inspire and prepare all students with the confidence, courage and competence to achieve their dreams; 
contribute to community; and engage in a lifetime of learning. 
 
 

 
Mrs. Ness’ Notes 
March 15, 2016 

Enrollment:  526 students 
K-91, 1st-78, 2nd-95, 3rd-84, 4th-80, 5th-98  
 
Report Cards:  Your child’s report card for trimester 2 will be coming home in tomorrow’s Wednesday envelope. 
 
Budget:  The 2016-17 licensed staff school budget was finalized last month.  Because student enrollment is projected to be 
below 500 students, and because our free and reduced lunch rate declined from 34% to 27%, Elm Creek Elementary 
received less funding compared to this school year.  As a result, our Library Media Specialist was reduced from 1.0 FTE to 
0.8 FTE, our Resource Manager position was reduced from 1.0 FTE to 0.5 FTE, and we are reducing from 22 general 
education classrooms to 20 general education classrooms. 
 
No School: No school for students March 21st-25th.  It is spring break.  I hope you have a safe and happy break.  We’ll see 
your child(ren) back at school on Monday, March 28th. 
 
Volunteer News: Updates— 
 

 Volunteer Appreciation coming in April…actual date TBD but it will be at the end of the school day before pick 
up.  Watch for details from me soon. 

 There will be several in-school volunteer opportunities this spring to help teachers get end of year projects ready 
for students to take home.   

 To date:  over 2700 volunteer hours this school year 

 School Tool Box (online school supply ordering) will be ready to go soon – I sent in supply lists this week and site will 
be “live” sometime in April.  Flyers to go home in Wed Envelope before the end of the school year. 

 
Google Expedition Pioneer Project: “Expeditions is a new product that allows teachers to take their classes on virtual field 
trips, immersing students in experiences that bring abstract concepts to life and giving students a deeper understanding of 
the world beyond the classroom.” The Google leader brings all the equipment- the mobile phone and cardboard goggles for 
each student and a tablet for the teacher who leads the expedition. The app gives information about the sites the students 
visit, and allows the teacher to see where students are looking, to direct them to key sites and to pause if needed.  
Elm Creek students visited the Great Barrier Reef, U. S. monuments, landforms around the world and in the United States, 
the Pyramids, Borneo, and more. The students were enthralled!  
 
Read Like a Champion:  We had a fun Pep Rally on Tuesday, March 2nd.  Students who met their reading goal for I Love to 
Read Month (February) were recognized.  The Osseo High School Band played for the students, the Osseo High School 
Dance Team performed, some Osseo High School athletes shared what reading means to them and Elm Creek mascot, 
Baldwin, as well as Osseo High School mascot, Orie the Oriole, greeted students. Each day during I Love to Read month, 
Joan Magnuson played mystery readers during ECTV.  The classrooms that identified the most mystery readers and book 
titles (one from each grade), were rewarded with a special reading party in the media center-they made forts to read in and 
ate popcorn.   
 
MCA State Testing:  Each year 3rd-5th grade students take a state test in reading and in math.  Fifth grade students also take 
a state test in Science.  Testing will begin after spring break. For more information on specific testing dates for your child’s 
class, please go to this link, http://schools.district279.org/ec/images/stories/EC/doc/testing-calendar-for-website-2016.pdf 

http://schools.district279.org/ec/images/stories/EC/doc/testing-calendar-for-website-2016.pdf
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Remember, a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast will help your child do their best. 
 
Wellness Team:  Vanessa and Emily write:  six members of the Fuel up to Play 60 team are going to Winter Park in Eden 
Prairie on Saturday, April 9th.  We are going with Ms. Lokken and we will join more than 250 students from across 
Minnesota.  We will participate in stations that include physical activities, a nutritious lunch, educational nutrition games, a 
visit from a dairy farmer and other special guests.   
 
Student Council:  March 18th will be Hawaiian Day. We collected close to 700 books during our book drive during I Love to 
Read month.  Our last community service project will be in April where we will collect fleece and make tie blankets.  We will 
donate the blankets to project Linus. 
 
Mrs. Collova awarded Grant:  Mrs Collova states, “The grant is from an organization called Pets in the Classroom. They 
work with a variety of sources to get supplies into classrooms so kids can learn about pet care and animals. Petco is one of 
their cooperating companies, and that is where my grant is through. I have no monetary amount, but judging by what I 
scoped out this is probably $100-$150 value. Come see my fishies in their new digs in the fall! “ 
 
Moneque (Gacke) Downs awarded Grant:  The grant was through Education Minnesota and Mrs. Downs was awarded 
$3,000 to use for curriculum integration.  She will be purchasing materials to support reading and math instruction.   
 
School Counsellor and School Social Worker Recognition Week:  Last week was National School Social Worker week.  The 
first week in February was School Counselor week.  Please take a moment to thank Kelly Deines, Social Worker, and Larry 
Remund, Counselor, for the great work they do to support our students, staff and families! 
 
AmeriCorps Week:  Last week was also AmeriCorps week.  We are grateful for our reading and math corps members.  
Thank you to Kristin, Maureen, and Stephanie, who work with Elm Creek students to provide academic support in reading.  
Thank you to Michael, who works with Elm Creek students to provide academic support in math.  You make a difference! 
 
Target, Take Charge of Education:  Elm Creek Elementary received $4,930.90 from the Target Take Charge of Education 
program.  Thank you to all our families who chose Elm Creek as their school when using their Target card.   
 
Kindergarten Orientation:  We had Kindergarten Orientation last Tuesday.  It was wonderful to see all the incoming families 
who will make Elm Creek their school this fall.  Thank you to all the staff and volunteers who helped to make it a welcoming 
experience. 
 
4th Grade Science Museum:  From the fourth grade team, “The fourth grade students had an excellent experience at the 
Science Museum last week. Thanks to the generous funding of the Elm Creek PTO, the students were able to participate in 
two unique experiences revolving around weather: Weather on the Big Stage, and Tornado Alley at the Omni Theater. 
These programs have always been out of our budget in the years past, so it was awesome to get the chance this year. 
Thanks!” 
 
1st Grade Minneapolis Institute of Arts:  From the first grade team, “Our first graders will be exploring the Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts through docent led tours. We will be embarking on a "Safari Through Art" experience that will highlight the 
roles animals play in various pieces of artwork. This field trip is on Wednesday, March 16th.” 
 
2nd Grade Eastman Nature Center:  From the second grade team, “Eastman Nature Center will be coming on Thursday, 
March 17th, and bringing a salamander, snake, toad and some turtles and be discussing with the kids facts about their 
habitat, things they eat as well as other facts about these animals.  The kids are allowed to get up close and touch the 
animals if they choose.  The kids in the past have loved this and learned a lot about these animals. 


