
Our mission is to inspire and prepare all students with the confidence, courage and competence to achieve their dreams; 
contribute to community; and engage in a lifetime of learning. 
 
 

 
Mrs. Ness’ Notes 

May 10, 2016 
Enrollment:  526 students 
K-91, 1st-79, 2nd-94, 3rd-84, 4th-80, 5th-98  
 
Buddy Bench:  Sandy Lindberg, our Elm Creek Volunteer Program Educational Support Professional, is working with Lowe’s 
to see if we can get a Buddy Bench put on the playground.  More information about Buddy Benches can be found here:  
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-52-spring-2016/feature/wanted-playground-buddy 
 
No School:  No school for students May 30th in recognition of Memorial Day.  The last day of school is Thursday, June 9th.  
Thank you for a wonderful year with your child(ren)! 
 
Volunteer News: About 370 approved volunteers to date – includes parents, community members, seniors/retirees and 
youth. 
Total recorded hours as of 5/9/16:  4062 hours.  
Wow, Elm Creek Elementary is fortunate to have such wonderful and dedicated volunteers! 
 
Donors Choose Grant funded:  Kindergarten teacher, Ms. Servaty, submitted for a grant through donorschoose.org and it 
was funded.  Her grant was for a classroom project called “Let’s Get Reading” and provided her class with non-fiction books 
at a Kindergarten reading level.  She had 12 different people donate including people from Texas, Indiana, California and 
Minnesota.  Congratulations, Ms. Servaty! 
 
MAP Testing:  Each spring 2nd-5th grade students take the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) in reading and math.  MAP 
testing began today. For more information on specific testing dates for your child’s class, please go to this link, 
http://schools.district279.org/ec/2016-testing-calendar.  Remember, a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast will help 
your child do their best. 
 
Wellness Team:  Vanessa and Emily write:  The wellness team was awarded a trip to winter park, the Vikings practice 
stadium. The summit was put on by the Vikings and the Minnesota dairy counsel. We got to participate in football station 
drills, learn a cheer from the Vikings cheerleaders, and learn about dairy farming. We had a delicious meal to fuel up! It was 
a blast! The new student ambassador was introduced to us. The wellness team will be having a taste test for all the grades 
during Camp Baldwin week. We will be serving trail mix and ants on a log.  
 
Student Council:  Friday, May 27th will be Red, White and Blue Day in honor of Memorial Day. Students can wear any 
combination of these colors.  Student council has collected over 130,000 pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House and they 
are finishing up their final community service project of tie blankets for Project Linus.  They had enough fabric donated to 
make 17-18 blankets. 
 
Teacher Appreciation Week:  Thank you for all the wonderful treats and notes that were given last week during teacher 
appreciation week.  Staff certainly felt appreciated! 
 
School Nutrition Employee Appreciation Week:  Last week was also School Nutrition Employee Appreciation week. Thank 
you to Linda Munson, Marlene Satterlund, Cindy Christensen and Wendy Isler for making healthy food for our students and 
staff and for welcoming students with a smile every day.  You make a difference! 
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National School Nurse Day:  May 11th is National Nurses Appreciation Day.  Please take a moment to thank Nurse Pam for 
all the care she shows our students.   
 
4th Grade Children’s Theatre:  Fourth Grade students and staff had a wonderful time seeing Diary of a Wimpy Kid at the 
Children’s Theatre last Wednesday. 
 
5th Grade Fort Snelling: Fifth graders enjoyed a PTO sponsored field trip to Historic Fort Snelling on Monday, May 9th. They 
learned how to do laundry at the fort, practiced marching, and learned you wouldn't want to be sick during that time 
period. (The doctors didn't know much about treating their patients.) Students learned about Dred and Harriet Scott, who 
lived at Fort Snelling in the 1830’s and were slaves owned by Dr. Emerson (Their legal fight for freedom would eventually 
contribute to civil war and the end of slavery in America. More information here: 
http://shsmo.org/historicmissourians/name/s/scotth/.) Students also watched the blacksmith make a nail. It was a great 
time! 
 
2nd Grade Music Program:  Second grade students did a wonderful job on their music performance last Monday.  Thank you 
to Ms. Miller, Elm Creek Elementary Vocal Music teacher, for the thoroughly entertaining program our 2nd grade students 
delivered! 
 
3rd Grade Mill City Museum:  On April 21st, third grade visited the Mill City Museum.  Their favorite parts were the water 
lab, the video Minneapolis in 19 Minutes Flat, and the elevator ride to see the mill. 
 
Home Depot with Kindergarten:  All kindergarten students were able to “hands on” build a bird house to take home on 
April 26th.   All materials were donated from Home Depot and they sent two Home Depot staff to deliver the materials and 
help us with building the bird houses.  We also couldn't have done it without our 20 parent volunteers! 
 
An Investment in Youth Awards:  Congratulations to fifth grade student, Gabe K., and to retiring 4th grade teacher, Lorie 
Korpi for being awarded the Investment in Youth recognition.  Gabe was recognized for overcoming adversity and Ms. Korpi 
was recognized for the betterment of education. 
 
3rd-5th Grade Maud Hart Lovelace Party:  Over thirty students earned an invitation to the Maud Hart Lovelace party this 
year. To earn an invitation, students read the required number of Maud Hart Lovelace books (6 for third grade, 7 for fourth 
grade, 8 for fifth grade) and recorded them on an online form. Students played a Kahoot trivia quiz about the books, found 
out the state winners, got a list of next year’s books and, of course, had a cupcake. The Maud Hart Lovelace books change 
each year with up to 20 books nominated for the award. Students all over the state read the books and vote for the state 
winner. This year the winner was Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. Summer of the Wolves by Polly Carlson Violes, and 
our guest author visitor on April 22nd, came in as a runner up!  
 
2nd grade trip to Stages Theatre:  Second grade students and teachers will be going on a field trip to Stages Theatre on 
Thursday, May 12th.  They will be seeing I Love You, Stinky Face based on the book with the same title by Lisa McCourt. 
 
Field Day:  Field Day for K-2 is Thursday, June 2nd.  In case of rain the make-up date will be Monday, June 6th.  Kindergarten 
field day will be from 9-11 a.m., first grade field day will be from 1-3 p.m., and second grade field day will be from 10:45 
a.m.-12:45 p.m.  Field day for 3rd-5th grade will be Friday, June 3rd.  In case of rain the make-up day will be Tuesday, June 7th.  
Field day for 3rd-5th grade is 9:15 a.m.-3:10 p.m. with a lunch break from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
 
Camp Baldwin:  We are starting what will hopefully become an annual tradition.  May 31- June 7 classrooms will be 
participating in Camp Baldwin.  Elm Creek Elementary teachers and staff have created a creative and fun curriculum for our 
students the last few days of school.  Students arrive to their cabin (classroom) each day, sing around the “campfire,” have 
special camp snacks and learn about camping, backpacks and of course mosquitos. Each student will keep a log/journal for 
their memories.  Please let me know what your child thinks of Camp Baldwin to help us decide if we want to continue it 
next year. 
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