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Mrs. Ness’ Notes 

November 17, 2015 
Enrollment:  512 students 
K-89, 1st-78, 2nd-88, 3rd-82, 4th-79, 5th-96  
 
Picture Day: Picture retake day is Tuesday, December 8th.  Pictures arrived last Friday and should be going home in 
Wednesday folders this week. 
 
Student of the Month: November’s focus expectation is I can be a responsible learner and will be used to identify our 
November students of the month. Each classroom will name one student a month who has demonstrated great skills 
around our school wide expectations. The students recognized will have their picture taken and displayed near the 
office, as well as have their name announced during morning ECTV. 
 
Safety and Security:  
Drills: As part of each school’s safety and security plan, we must have five fire drills, five lockdown drills, two severe 
weather drills, one reverse evacuation drill and one shelter in place drill, each year.   We have had three fire drills, one 
severe weather drill, one reverse evacuation drill and one lockdown drill so far this year.   
 
No School: No school for students on Thursday, November 26th-Friday, November 27th for Thanksgiving break. 
 
Volunteers: Thank you to our amazing Elm Creek volunteers!  We have 210 volunteers who have signed up this year.  
Currently…. 
Sandy Lindberg has been helping Vicky recruit volunteers for our Turkey Bingo evening this Friday, assisting PTO with 
volunteers for Holiday Gift Shop projects and helping find volunteers for teacher/staff requests for classroom volunteers 
or project help. 
 
Coming soon… 
Winter -- Osseo Reads.  We’ll have Osseo youth here each week reading with or listening to kids read (hopefully 6-12 
youth depending on participation). 
 
APEX Fun Run Fundraiser: Ninety-five families responded to our APEX survey.  Eighty-five percent thought the APEX 
fundraiser was a positive experience for their child.  The most valuable parts were the fun run (81%), the class goal 
rewards (66%) and the daily lessons (62%).  Eighty-two percent think we should continue this PTO fundraiser next year 
and seventy-six percent think we should continue with only one fundraiser using APEX.  Please find more details about 
the APEX survey attached.  I realize that there are components to this fundraiser that some families are unhappy with.  
We will be using the feedback, particularly the specific feedback noted in “what would make this fundraiser better,” to 
make some changes if we decide to have APEX next year.   
 

Recess:  I’ve received some questions about recess and when students can go outside.  The general practice is that students 

will go out to recess every day unless the temperature, or wind chill, is below zero, or if it is raining.  Please have your child 

dress appropriately with the knowledge that they will be going out to recess daily.  Thank you. 

 

Dictionaries:  Thank you to the Osseo Lions for providing a dictionary for each 3
rd

 grade student at Elm Creek Elementary.  The 

children were very excited to receive their dictionaries on Monday. 
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Conferences:  We had a 97% conference completion rate.  Conferences are a wonderful opportunity to connect with your 

child’s teacher and learn about how your child is doing in school.  Thank you for taking the time to meet with your child’s 

teacher! 

 

Wellness Team:  Vanessa and Emily write:  The Wellness team is a team of 4
th

 and 5
th

 graders.  The team meets once a month.  

We are going to do farm to school and the hundred mile club this year. 

 

Lunchroom Noise Check:  We had a special noise meter to measure the noise in the lunchroom last week.  We are hoping that 

as a result of that check, we will be able to get some sound absorbing paneling in the lunchroom.   

 

Report Cards:  There will be no school on Friday, December 4
th

.  Teachers will be working on report cards.  Your child’s report 

card will go home in their Wednesday folder on December 9
th

. 

 

K-Focus MN Reading Corps:  Please join me in welcoming Stephanie Lewis.  She started at Elm Creek on Monday, November 9
th

 

as our new Kindergarten focus Minnesota Reading Corps tutor.  As a Kindergarten-Focused Literacy Tutor, she will work one-

on-one and in small groups primarily with kindergarten students and, secondarily, with 1st -3rd grade students who need help 

practicing their pre-reading and reading skills. She will use prescribed literacy interventions and will conduct weekly progress 

monitoring to ensure the students she works with are on track to read at the end of 3rd grade.  This is a full time position.  We 

are very excited to have the extra help! 

 

Barnes and Noble:  Please join me at the Maple Grove Barnes and Noble on Saturday, November 28
th

 at 10 a.m. for story time.  

At 10:45 a.m. there will be a Lego building contest and a mystery event.  At noon there will be cookie decorating.  Hope to see 

you there! 

 

Turkey Bingo:  Please join me this Friday, November 20
th

 for Turkey Bingo in the Elm Creek cafeteria/gym at 6 p.m.  This is a 

PTO event and food will be available for purchase. 

 

Student Drop Off:  Just a reminder to please make sure you are pulling all the way up when you drop off your child in the 

morning.  Cars are getting backed up and it will help the flow of traffic if you make sure to pull all the way up when dropping off 

your child.  This is only a drop off point.  You should not be getting out of your car.  If you need to get out of your car, please 

park your car in a parking spot and walk your child across the parking lot crosswalk.  This will make sure we keep the flow of 

traffic moving.  Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Pumpkin Run:  The 10
th

 Annual Pumpkin Run was a success.  Boys and girls who finished the course within their grade level time 

were put into a drawing for a large pumpkin.  Lots of smiles while running! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our mission is to inspire and prepare all students with the confidence, courage and competence to achieve their dreams; 

contribute to community; and engage in a lifetime of learning. 

 
 

Elm Creek APEX family survey results 
11-17-2015 

 

 

 

 



Our mission is to inspire and prepare all students with the confidence, courage and competence to achieve their dreams; 

contribute to community; and engage in a lifetime of learning. 

 
 

 
Other (please specify) 

 None! 

 Having a fundraiser that incorporated exercise 

 the take home prizes were junky would prefer to just donate directly to the school. family members thought all donations went 
directly to the school 

 This was only a distraction 

 Taught entrepreneurial skills 

 unsure 

 My child was motivated by knowing that the money she raised would help provide meals to children less fortunate. 

 Having the school feel as one, the positive attitudes the kids had during the time APEX was at school and the smiles that were 
contagious because the kids were having FUN 

 The kids loved it 

 None 

 My kids got to practice their phone skills calling relatives asking for pledges. I think that's a valuable skill to have. 

 Funds earned 

 Too much focus on fundraising in school and not on learning. I did not like this at all for my children. Felt very pressured and 
this was a focus...not learning. Please don't do this again! 

 I didn't see a whole lot of value rather I felt a lot of pressure to donate much more than I or other family members could afford. 

 and only fun run. 

 They liked the attention from the APEX staff 

 Whole school excited about one event - both kids and teachers 

 My son seemed excited but was completely confused on how it worked. 

 It was fun seeing the dance contests after the run! 

 

What did you like about having APEX at Elm Creek? 
 Kids excited about it 

 Fun for the kids to have a goal in mind, and raise money while doing something physical 

 The KIDS were really raising the money for their schools, instead of the parents who really do 75% probably of the selling. 

 That my child took initiative to raise funds as a Kindergartener. 

 running and getting t-shirts helped bring students together., fun to be a part of the event through volunteering. 

 My daughterhad a great time and they were teaching good lessons! 

 The kids were more involved 

 Nothing, stop exploiting children for money. 

 Straight forward fundraising no items to buy 

 my kids were so excited for what was next... 

 Easy 

 it was only 1, instead of 3 fundraisers! 

 Did not like. 

 Our son was so excited for it 

 Kids liked it, but I did not hear much about it during the week or the lessons. 

 Easy to do 

 My child was involved. He was very proud 

 Convenient 

 Parents were invited to attend 

 My child had fun. Was excited about fundraiser. 

 Possibly the only fundraiser. 

 Child's excitement 

 My child ran 

 nothing 

 Only one fundraiser 

 liked the education on leadership qualities 

 APEX really motivated my child to participate and raise money and to be resourceful. 

 nothing 

 I felt like it put a lot of ownership and responsibility on the kids. They were in charge and could see the results of their own 
actions and how they helped their school. It was the first time my child came home talking non-stop about a fundraiser and 
begging me if she could get on the phone and ask for pledges! It wasn't the same old "sell some over-priced wrapping paper" 
type of fundraiser. We loved it! 
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 It was a creative way to get the kids motivated and excited about raising money. It was also nice that we as parents did have 
to sell a bunch of cheap overpriced "stuff". 

 Having the school feel all as one. Coming together to make a great team and it showed at the fun run hat day 

 Encouraging physical fitness 

 Encouraging kids to workout 

 The info that the kids learned about health 

 None 

 My kids were really excited about it and motivated to do all the fund raising themselves. I really didn't need to do anything and 
they raised way more money than I would have donated or what they would have made selling wrapping paper. 

 I thought it was a fun way to raise money 

 It was a very positive experience for the kids 

 The positive lessons, contagious energy and enthusiasm of APEX team. 

 The level of energy and participation brought to this fundraiser but the Apex team. 

 the kids got very excited about it. worked hard to raise money and did a great job achieving the goals they set before the race. 

 I appreciated the charitable giving campaign that APEX correlates with this fundraiser. 

 Nothing. Again do not do this next year ! 

 only one fundraiser a year 

 Watching the kids faces when they heard how many laps they ran 

 this should be the only fundraiser 

 Energetic people and it was our only fundraiser 

 my son was excited about it. 

 One and done fundraising 

 hopefully it made money for the school 

 One fundraiser. All inclusive. Fun day that my kids were excited about. 

 It helped the kids get excited about the fun run. 

 everything 

 Not having to sell marked-up products and distribute them afterwards 

 My child's excitement & positivity towards exercise. 

 I liked how the kids could earn prizes and receive them quickly 

 I preferred wrapping paper as did the grandparents. Mostly because they knew for sure the amount they were donating and 
the wrapping paper is really nice. 

 One fundraiser and good goals for the kids 

 My children really enjoyed it and were excited about it. When I volunteered at school, I saw the amount of energy APEX team 
had, which was great to see in school. Also, most of our family lives outside the Metro and we were able to easily ask them for 
donations with the website links. In the past, we were not able to sell coupon books to them as they do not live here. Also, I'd 
rather just do this than try to sell overpriced goods to them that they feel pressured to buy. 

 the involvement from everyone!!! it was awesome! 

 Exercise, upbeat, positive message, no hokey gifts 

 All of the energy and spirit it brought to the students. 

 The stories my son would tell me when he got home. 

 That the whole class participated 

 Easy 

 The kids energy and community it built, such a great fundraiser 

 We’re trying to have only one fundraiser a year.  It is really positive with good messages for the kids and encourages them to 
have a positive influence on themselves and their friends.  It encourages them to run/be active – which is so important! The 
people I interacted with from Apex when I volunteered were very excited/enthusiastic/fun, and my boys have loved “Hip Hop 
Hannah” and “Jammin Joe” – and they are a large part of why they wanted to try to get money from our friends and neighbors. 
It sounds like the classrooms benefit directly from the amount of money the kids earn – which I love.  If a teacher is excited 
and involved, they should be rewarded for that extra dedication. 

What would you like to see changed if we had APEX at Elm Creek again? 
 Was very disappointed with the lack of communication. Teacher sent out email to parents a week into it and could/wouldn't 

answer any questions. I do not like that my child was pulled from class each day for 2 weeks for this event. I would prefer not 
to use Apex again. How much of the money raised went to the school?? Why can't the school do on their own? I saw NO 
benefits from all the poster and junk prizes the kids won nor the time spent out of class to become a 'leader'. What was even 
taught about that? I heard the main guy got duck taped to a flag pole for the kids hitting a goal and all about winning a mini 
iPad. I did not appreciate that at all. 

 More parent prep - I didn't have a chance to look at what it actually was until it was almost over. 

 Nothing that I can think of 
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 More pre-warning for parents on timing and activities. It is hard to reach out to so many people in a short amount of time. If this 
comes during a really crazy busy week (like it did for us) we barely were able to get requests out. Had I known the 
expectations sooner, I could have tried to get some prep work done. Collecting the $$ has been challenging too. Many people 
mailed checks directly to the school, or their status online changed from paid to not paid but with no money due? It's just been 
a bit confusing. 

 Better informed of the daily lessons. We had no idea this was part of the program until near the end. 

 there was a lot of pressure put on students to get donations. I do not think this is ok and was disturbed by messages my child 
brought home after having an APEX member in his class. Kids are going to try to win rewards, that is fine but they are pretty 
young to have to deal with the disappointment when they don't reach goals/rewards. ex: my child said they needed two more 
donations to win an all-class reward. yes, this is part of life, but too much pressure isn't healthy when it's supposed to be fun. 

 Nothing 

 how the prizes are presented. My child completely misunderstood how the prizes would be awarded. 

 My child is in Kindergarten and he was really stressed out about the donation part and thinking he had to have a lot of money 
per lap or his class would know he didn't raise much money. He felt like if they didn't earn the pj party they would think it was 
his fault for not raising enough. I feel like it shouldn't be hugely stressed that more per lap is expected but just to encourage 
kids to get what they can even if it's flat donations. 

 School puts TOO MUCH pressure on the kids to raise money where it made kids feel bad if they didn't raise a desired amount! 

 Get rid of Apex 

 More time to get pledges or do it earlier in the year we struggled with going for to door before it got dark 

 Earlier in the year to do it outside or have a rain date 

 Have it not so close to the mile and pumpkin run. 

 Clearer information for parents 

 Many schools run a Fun run without outside help. That way all the money goes to the school. They are pretty easy to set up 
and run. 

 Less than $1 per lap for pledges 

 Website more kid accessible 

 N/A 

 yes 

 My student felt very pressured to get more donations, but we just don't have that many people I feel comfortable asking for 
donations. He was in tears more than one night, saying he needed to get more donations. 

 As a parent I didn't know much about the fundraiser except helping my child get sponsors 

 How much did apex make off of this? Too much emphasis on the kids that could generate the money for apex. My kids felt bad 
that they didn't have rich family members. 

 too much to say here 

 My extended family chooses not to ask other family members for donations for each other’s children. I felt like my child did not 
feel important as he only had one donor. Seemed like there was lots of pressure. 

 it was too competitive and focused too much on using the kids to sell for the school. I felt like the fundraiser was taking 
advantage of the kids and "motivating" them with cheap prizes. It is easier to get contributions if there is something to sell. 

 Nothing, this was an amazing experience for the kids! 

 Change APEX online giving-very confusing & disorganized-people could pay with cash or check but still getting emails to pay. 
Also, we felt too much pressure to ask people to donate at least $26 just so my kid could get a prize. We asked people to 
donate that we normally wouldn't ask & they got nothing to show for it. No food or wrapping paper or coupons. 

 Less junky prizes / more going to the school for donations. There isn't an option below for one fundraiser outside of apex - it 
would be good to explore other options too 

 The handling of the money 

 None 

 Nothing, I thought it was great. 

 skip the daily wristbands, at least for the younger kids who would lose them and fight over them! 

 nothing, it was a hit. 

 Is the $20,000 in money raised the actual amount coming back to the PTO? It looks as if APEX takes a 40% cut from the top, 
resulting in a substantially lower amount of money directly returning to our school. 

 The focus was on apex...not learning! I did not like this at all and hope it is not back next year. Fund raising should not take 
away from classroom time! 

 My poor 8 year old had so much pressure put on him to raise money he lost sleep and it made him cry. I understand the need 
of the PTO but please put the pressure on the parents not the kids 

 Bigger space to run maybe somewhere for parents to sit and watch instead of standing the whole time 

 There should be an honest lap limit. The average laps were stated as 20-25 laps and most students ran way more!!! Now 
parents are on the hook for way more money than budgeted for. There should be a cap on the amount that can be donated. 
For example, I support my students school so I figured $1.00 a lap at 20-25 laps is completely doable. But, that number was 
very misleading and he actually ran 40, now I have to give twice as much as I had planned which for most people is a lot of 
money. 
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 Not to have all the little fund raiser. Have this be the only one. 

 More time to raise funds 

 Schedule earlier in the year. It can be too cold at the end of October. 

 A makeup run would be nice. 

 Earlier in the year 

 I didn't like that the kids knew who had raised the most. It made my kids feel bad that they didn't get big prizes as we are not 
big fundraisers - we help in other ways like volunteering 

 Earlier in the year so they have a better chance of being able to be outside. I have a hard time donating, knowing that a good 
portion of the money is going to apex. Other schools are doing a fun run put on by the PTO and they get to keep 100% of the 
money. I would rather donate directly to PTO instead of through a 3rd party. However the pressure for my kids to contribute to 
the class goals made me donate. It's also difficult when you have 3 kids to ask people to donate to all 3, if we could do it by 
family we possibly could have contributed more or gotten more people to donate. I think that overall it was successful, but 
could be done better with more money actually going to the school. I would also in the future like to see the money go to 
something bigger and better than supplies for the school. Media Center improvements, Playground equipment, something 
above and beyond supplies and a mascot costume. 

 nothing 

 More time to get pledges 

 Shorter duration. Every day for two weeks my child came home and begged for money and felt bad if we couldn't afford it. It’s 
not easy explaining family finances to a 6 year old. Also, kids had to raise a LOT of money for small prizes from a tiny 
selection. 

 Way too much advertising/pressure. It is stated that $20k was raised. Is that the schools portion or does it include the for profit 
Apex portion? I will not contribute to a for profit company. Need more transparency such as: what % of donations actually go to 
the school and what exactly will funds be used for? 

 My son wasn't made to actually run. Instead we were told he ran 30 laps which I feel is a bad lesson for him since he got 
rewarded for not doing work. 

 Earlier in year so it's outside 

 don't have the "coaches" tell the kid to just have their parent give $3 more dollars because in reality it's much more than that 
and the kid doesn't understand that the parent can't do $3 more per lap. 

 nothing....thought it was great..... 

 Have APEX come earlier in the fall, or spring. 

 Not sure 

 Time 

 Better communication to the parent's. My daughter didn't share the info. 

 Each kid in a family is separate for raising money/incentives to earn for themselves and their classrooms (and I realize this is 
no different from the other fundraisers in the past).  It is SO HARD to approach friends, neighbors and family members and 
say “Please support both kids in this running thing…” – but it is equally as hard to say to our kids “let’s just try to raise money 
with one of your names, and split the prizes” – especially when all the prizes and incentives for the classrooms are based on 
what the classes raised.  If it could be somehow family based, I think the contributions would be much more significant, and 
easier for those donating to navigate and understand what they are supporting for goals.  The “prizes” they win are such junky 
things that parents want to throw away.  There has to be a better way to handle incentives for the kids.  No parent that I know 
of enjoys the random junk that comes home from fundraisers…the bracelets are positive and encouraging, but things like the 
flying chicken?  Who wants that in their house??  The amount of money raised that is going to pay for Apex to come into the 
school vs. how much we raise to benefit Elm Creek  Using the kids’ names online. 
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