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Mrs. Ness’ Notes 
January 19, 2016 

Enrollment:  525 students 
K-91, 1st-78, 2nd-91, 3rd-85, 4th-82, 5th-98  
 
Student of the Month: January’s focus expectation is I can be a skilled communicator and will be used to identify our 
January students of the month. Each classroom will name one student a month who has demonstrated great skills 
around our school wide expectations. The students recognized will have their picture taken and displayed near the 
office, as well as have their name announced during morning ECTV. 
 
New Staff:  Welcome to Dyan Becker who joined Elm Creek staff on January 4th.  She replaced Anne Strootman who took 
a promotion as a Resource Manager at another school.  Welcome also to Heidi Schwedler who is our new part-time 
Music teacher.  She is replacing Diane Nielsen who retired the end of December. 
 
No School: No school for students on Monday, February 1st.  It is a professional development/workshop day for licensed 
staff. 
 
Volunteer News: Osseo Reads begins today – 6 OSH students will be coming here every Tuesday for the next 8+ weeks 
to read with students.  We have 3 classrooms participating – Downs, Ruud, Olson. 
Two volunteers – a current EC parent, Amy Jimenez, and one former EC parent, Barbara Alldaffer, will be leading MIA Art 
Adventures for EC in February. 
Volunteer Appreciation Month is coming up in April. 
To date, volunteers have currently logged about 2000 hours this school year! 
 
Hour of Code: We live in a world surrounded by technology. And we know that whatever field our students choose to go 
into as adults, their ability to succeed will increasingly hinge on understanding how technology works. But only a tiny 
fraction of us are learning computer science, and fewer students are studying it than a decade ago. 
That’s why our school joined in on the largest learning event in history: The Hour of Code, in recognition of Computer 
Science Education Week. More than 100 million students worldwide have participated in an Hour of Code. 
You can learn more by going to http://hourofcode.com/us for details. 
 
Wellness Team:  Vanessa and Emily write:  The Wellness team is a team of 4th and 5th graders.  The team meets once a 
month.  On the first day of February we are going to start the 100 mile club.  The Fuel-Up-To-Play-60 members made a 
track outside so that at recess kids can walk to get to 100 miles. 
 
Melissa Meier:  Congratulations to Melissa Meier who wrote a Walmart Education Grant and was awarded $1,000.  She 
used the money to purchase five ipad minis with cases for the 2nd grade team.   
 
Student Council:  Student Council collected 250 hats and mittens during the hat and mitten drive.  These items were 
donated to Community Emergency Assistance Programs (CEAP).  Thank you for your generosity in donating!  The student 
council will be organizing a book drive from February 8-19.  February 5th will be Jersey Day and March 18th will be 
Hawaiian Day.  
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Maple Grove Fire Prevention Poster contest:  Congratulations to Elm Creek 4th Grader, Stella Z. for being the Grand 
Prize winner in the Maple Grove Fire Prevention Poster Contest! Stella's poster was chosen as the grand prize winner 
from all the citywide 4th grade submissions. Her poster will now go on to be entered in the statewide contest. Stella 
received several prizes, including a ride to school for her and her family in a fire engine! A traveling Grand Prize trophy, 
engraved with Stella's name, is proudly displayed in our EC Media Center.  
We also congratulate Elm Creek 4th graders, Cade S., Emily W., and Keiran H., for their 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winning 
entries! You can see all of the winning posters here. 
 
 
Demo Orchestra Concert:  Fifth grade Orchestra students will have a demonstration concert on Wednesday, January 
27th from 6:30-7:00 p.m. in the Osseo Middle School gym.   
 
Lunchroom Noise Check:  The noise meter was slightly below the decibels requiring action.  I still put in a request for 
sound panels to be installed in the lunchroom but won’t know yet if the request will be filled.  Starting this week we are 
trying a Yacker Tracker.  This is an interactive sound meter designed like a traffic signal to help students become more 
aware when the noise level is getting to high.   
 
Student Survey:  Elm Creek 5th graders will be taking the Minnesota Student Survey on Friday, February 5th.  The survey 
gathers anonymous information from students at 5th, 8th, 9th and 11th grade about how things are going at school and 
with their peers, and about health-related thoughts and behaviors.  The information helps district and state leaders 
develop and maintain effective programs and services for students. 
 
Educational Support Professionals (ESP’s) Recognition Week:  Last week was proclaimed Paraprofessional Recognition 
Week by Governor Mark Dayton.  Elm Creek has 32 ESP’s who help with technology, in the media center, in the office, 
coordinating volunteers, English Learner support,  instructional support, lunch and recess support, kidstop and  special 
education.  We have extremely skilled and talented ESP’s at Elm Creek.  Please take a moment to say thanks to our ESP’s 
for all they do to help kids learn. 
 
School Supply Drive:  Elm Creek will be conducting its Eighth Annual International School Supply Drive next week, 
January 25-29.  Our school supply drive is part of a six school project called Students Connecting through International 
Service, which will provide school supplies to a small school in Sasabe, Sonora, Mexico.  Please look for more 
information coming in the Wednesday envelope. 
 
DARE Graduation:  We had a wonderful DARE graduation with our fifth graders on Friday, January 8th.  I was impressed 
with our fifth graders as they read their essays, led us in the Pledge of Allegiance and sang a DARE song.  It takes a lot of 
courage and confidence to speak in front of a large audience.  Thank you to all the families who joined us and to Officer 
Carroll, Council Member Jaeger and Chief of Police Eric Werner! 
 
Elm Creek Mascot, Baldwin:  Baldwin, Elm Creek's new mascot, was introduced to our students on our daily ECTV 
broadcast and was an instant hit! After his ECTV appearance, Baldwin took time to have a few pictures taken, including 
one with Elm Creek Principal, Mrs. Ness and the President of the Maple Grove Firefighters Relief Association, Chris 
Baker, which was recently featured in the Osseo-Maple Grove Press. Baldwin was made possible by a generous donation 
from the Maple Grove Firefighters Relief Association and the fundraising efforts of the Elm Creek PTO. Watch for 
Baldwin to make many more appearances at Elm Creek! 
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