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Mrs. Ness’ Notes 

May 10, 2018 
 
Enrollment:  553 students (20 shared students) 
K-95, 1st-91, 2nd-96, 3rd-79, 4th-109, 5th-83  
 
Upcoming Field Trips and other Dates to Remember:   
May 17-Family Reading Night and PTO Scholastic Book Fair 
May 18-Wacky Day 
May 22-iPad Collection 
May 22- Kindergarten field trip to Eastman Nature Center  
May 23 -5th grade visits OMS 
May 23 -2nd grade field trip to Eastman Nature Center, Meier’s classroom and Paige’s classroom 
May 24-2nd grade field trip to Eastman Nature Center, Ruud’s classroom and Uecker’s classroom 
May 28-No school for students.  It is Memorial Day. 
May 29-June 5-Camp Baldwin at Elm Creek Elementary 
May 29 – Skills students will be going on a walking field trip to the pond and picnic in the park 
May 30 -3rd grade fishing field trip to French Park 
May 30-1st grade field trip to Elm Creek Park Reserve 
May 30-Fishing Academy field trip 
May 31 – 3rd grade field trip to Maple Grove Library 
May 31-4th grade field trip to Children’s Theatre 
May 31 -5th grade field trip to Fort Snelling 
May 31-Field Day, K-2 
June 1 -Field Day, 3rd-5th  
June 1-All School BBQ 
June 4-Make up day for 3rd-5th Field Day                
June 5-Make up day for K-2 Field Day 
June 5-5th grade Bike Hike to Elm Creek Park Reserve                 
June 5-Kindergarten Ice Cream Social 
June 6 –Kindergarten field trip to Como Zoo 
June 7-Last Day of School for students 
 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS):  Governor Mark Dayton sent Elm Creek Elementary a 
Certificate of Recognition for our excellent service to the state of Minnesota for our PBIS implementation.  
This is our second year implementing Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports as we participated in the 
Minnesota Department of Education 12th PBIS cohort.  Some out the outcomes of this work are our SOAR 
tickets, weekly recognition of Outstanding Elm Creek Eagles, SOAR postcards and our golden tray and golden 
vacuum.  If you haven’t hear of these, you can find more information here:  
http://schools.district279.org/ec/pbis   
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Family Night at the Library:  Family Night at the library is May 23rd, continuing with our theme of “Pop Open a 
Good Book” (Popcorn!) We’ll have the BOGO Book Fair, both before and after the readers. In addition, families 
can try out some of Elm Creek’s Coding robots and coding apps purchased by the Elm Creek PTO.  We are 
looking forward to seeing many families! 
 
Student Council Update:  We will be collecting and counting Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald house May 7-
10.  We made 14 tie blankets.  We collected $1200 for pennies for patients.  The newspaper club has once 
again donated their earnings for student council charity work.  Our last school spirit day is this Friday, May 
18th-Wacky Day! 
 
Birthday Lunches:  On one of the last school days of each month a table will be set up in the lunchroom.  
Students who have their birthday during that month can have lunch with me and will also get ice cream.  On 
May 29th, I will be celebrating May birthdays and on June 6th I will be celebrating June birthdays! 
 
Chicks in the Kindergarten and Skills classrooms:  Thanks to a district 279 foundation grant last year, we are 
able to have the materials to hatch chicks in the kindergarten and skills classrooms again this year.  We 
received 36 eggs from TC Farms on April 10th.  The eggs started hatching on April 30th.  We have 14 chicks that 
hatched.  They will be going back to the farm on Thursday, May 10th. 
 
Girls Fishing:  The second year of the Elm Creek Fishing Club kicked off on May 2, 2018. This year, the Club has 
been offered to girls in 5th grade. It is the goal of the club to promote participation in fishing to people who are 
historically underrepresented in the sport. We are thrilled to be able to offer 10 girls the chance to learn how 
to fish, and take that knowledge with them. Each girl will receive their own custom fishing rod and basic tackle 
box with assorted tackle. The program runs every Wednesday in May and culminates with a half day fishing 
trip to Weaver Lake in Maple Grove on May 30th.  
This club would not be possible without the very generous support of our sponsors. Tuned Up Custom Rods 
has donated a custom fishing rod to each girl. They will be able to choose colors and have their names written 
on the rods. Clam Outdoors has donated a fishing reel with line for each rod. And on the day of the trip we 
have the benefit of donated time and boat from professional fishing guide Larry Hanson of Larry Hanson 
Outdoors. In order to cover the costs of this club, a donation campaign was established on donorschoose.org 
https://www.donorschoose.org/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=directlink&utm_campaign=project&utm_ter
m=teacher_5335075&rf=directlink-dc-2018-05-project-teacher_5335075&challengeid=21172283 
As of May 1st the project has been fully funded through generous donations! Mr. Carel, Mrs. Braton, and Mr. 
Baker are very excited for this great opportunity to share the sport of fishing with these 10 enthusiastic girls.  
 
School Newspaper:  $37.50 was raised from the February student newspaper sale and $28.25 was raised from 
the April student newspaper sale.  This money was donated to Elm Creek student council to help support their 
service learning and community projects.  
 
Elm Creek Kindergarten:  Several Elm Creek Kindergarteners and Kindergarten teacher Shari Swanson led the 
Pledge of Allegiance during Osseo City Council’s April meeting.  Well done!  See some photos and a video clip 
on our Elm Creek twitter page. 
 
Breakout EDU:  Thanks to a district 279 foundation grant we were able to purchase 8 breakout EDU boxes.  
Mrs. Magnuson will be teaching a lesson using these boxes with 4th and 5th grade students during the month 
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of May.  Breakout EDU boxes develop critical thinking, problem solving, perseverance and team building skills.  
They are similar to the escape room experience where teams solve a series of challenging puzzles in order to 
open a locked box.  
 
Maud Hart Lovelace Party:  Over twenty students earned an invitation to the Maud Hart Lovelace party this 
year. To earn an invitation, students read the required number of Maud Hart Lovelace books (6 for third 
grade, 7 for fourth grade, and 8 for fifth grade) and recorded them on an online form. Students played a 
Kahoot trivia quiz about the books, found out the state winners, got a list of next year’s books and, of course, 
had a cupcake. The Maud Hart Lovelace books change each year with 16 books nominated for the award. 
Students all over the state read the books and vote for the state winner.  
 
Coding- In addition to coding at Family Night at the Library, students will also have the opportunity to do some 

more coding in May during Media time. Coding is an in-demand skill as a job and it also teaches problem 

solving skills.  

Wellness Team:  The fuel up team students just completed and videotaped motor break routines that can be 
used in the classrooms. The motor breaks have been sent to EC staff. We are also planning an additional taste 
test for the second week in May with a fruit and veggie recommendation from the kitchen staff. We were able 
to get gogo squeeze for our building FREE to go with our camp Baldwin taste test at the end of the year. 
 
Volunteer Update:  Thanks to all who volunteered and supported PTO by helping out at the School Carnival 
and Silent Auction!  We appreciate your support in making it a fun and successful evening for our families! 
To date, EC has approximately 350 approved parent, community and youth volunteers at school this year.  So 
far this year, volunteers have donated over 3000 hours of time!  Thank you for helping at home and in 
classrooms, serving lunch, shelving books, prepping projects for teachers, helping at PTO events and so much 
more!    
Upcoming volunteer opportunities include various grade-level field trips as well as field days!  Info on how you 
can help at Field Days will be available soon! 
 
Elm Creek Elementary Twitter:  Please follow us on twitter, https://twitter.com/ElmCreekElem.   
 
Elm Creek BBQ:  Friday, June 1st we will be having our 3rd annual all school barbeque.  You are invited to come 
to the all school BBQ lunch.  There will be seating in the lunchroom or you can bring a blanket to picnic 
outside.  Menu includes hamburgers, fruit, baked beans, chips, cookie and milk.  Lunch times follow regular 
grade level lunch times.  I hope to see you there! 
 
Teacher Appreciation Week, May 7-11:  Thank you for all the wonderful treats and notes that were given this 
week during teacher appreciation week.  Thank you to PTO for providing treats each day.  Staff felt 
appreciated!   
 
Nurses Appreciation Day:  Sunday, May 6th was National Nurses Appreciation Day.  Thank you to Elm Creek 
RN, Terri Cohn, and Elm Creek LPN, Pam Erickson for your care of our students. 
 
An Investment in Youth Awards:  Congratulations to fifth grade student, Allenson B., and to Elm Creek Special 
Education ESP, Caren Wiinanen, for being awarded the Investment in Youth recognition.  Allenson was 
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recognized in the area of “Significant Investment in their own Learning” and Mrs. Wiinanen was recognized for 
“Significant Investment in Modeling for Youth.” 
 
Field Day:  Field Day for K-2 is Thursday, May 31st.  In case of rain the make-up date will be Tuesday, June 5th.  
Kindergarten field day will be from 9-11 a.m., first grade field day will be from 1-3 p.m., and second grade field 
day will be from 10:45 a.m. -12:45 p.m.  Field day for 3rd-5th grade will be Friday, June 1st.  In case of rain the 
make-up day will be Monday, June 4th.  Field day for 3rd-5th grade is 9:15 a.m.-3:10 p.m. with a lunch break 
from 12:30-1:30 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer for the K-2 field day, information will be coming soon 
through Peach Jar. 
 
Camp Baldwin:  I am happy to announce we will be having our 3rd annual Camp Baldwin at Elm Creek from 
May 29th- June 5th.  Elm Creek Elementary teachers and staff have created a creative and fun curriculum for 
our students the last few days of school.  Students arrive to their cabin (classroom) each day, sing around the 
“campfire,” have special camp snacks and learn about camping, backpacks and of course mosquitos. Each 
student will keep a log/journal for their memories.  It is a great way to end the school year on a fun and 
positive note. 
 
Musical:  I am excited to announce that next winter at Elm Creek Elementary, Osseo Area Schools Community 
Education and Stages Theatre will be providing an after school class for students to rehearse and perform 
Madagascar.  After school classes will be on Mondays and Wednesdays from January through mid-March.  
Performances will be the middle of March.  Look for a flyer to sign up in November.  
 
Staff Updates:  Please join me in sending well wishes to Caren Wiinanen who is retiring after 19 years as a 
special education paraprofessional at Elm Creek.  She has dedicated many years educating Elm Creek students 
and we wish her all the best in her retirement!  We will also miss Julie Knight, Denise Martineau, Larry 
Remund, Megan Steffen, Heidi Stodola, and Jeremey Carel as they move on to other schools.  Stephanie Lewis 
has been our Kindergarten Focus MN Reading Corps tutor for three years and has reached the maximum time 
for service.  Sara Preiner is ending her time as an Instructional Coach and heading back to the classroom.  
Shannon Witcpalek is taking a full time job somewhere else.  Thank you for your dedication to Elm Creek 
students and staff!  You will be missed! 
 
Minnesota School of Excellence Celebration:   To celebrate being recognized as a Minnesota School of 
Excellence, we are putting in a rock garden to beautify the front entrance and highlight our strong community 
at Elm Creek Elementary.  On May 16th CCX media will be here to film a spotlight about Elm Creek Elementary 
and John Millerhagen from the Minnesota Elementary School Principals Association will be here to award Elm 
Creek Elementary with a plaque. 
 


