
Our mission is to inspire and prepare all students with the confidence, courage and competence to achieve their dreams; 

contribute to community; and engage in a lifetime of learning. 

 
 

 
Mrs. Ness’ Notes 

September 15, 2015 
Enrollment:  521 students 
K-92, 1st-79, 2nd-91, 3

rd
-84, 4

th
-79, 5

th
-96  

 
Picture Day: Picture Day is Monday, November 2

nd
 with retakes on Tuesday, December 8

th
.  

 
Student of the Month: Beginning this school year, Elm Creek Elementary will begin recognizing Students of the Month. Each 

classroom will name one student a month who has demonstrated great skills around our school wide expectations. The students 

recognized will have their picture taken and displayed near the office, as well as their name being announced on the morning ECTV. 

Safety and Security:  
Drills: As part of each school’s safety and security plan, we must have five fire drills, five lockdown drills, two severe weather drills, 
one reverse evacuation drill and one shelter in place drill, each year.   Tomorrow we will have our first fire drill of the year. 
 
Conferences: Conferences will be held the before school and after school on Tuesday, October 6

th
, Thursday, October 8

th
 and 

Monday, October 12
th

.  An email blast will be coming out in the next week with a link for you to sign up for conferences.  
 
No School: No school for students on October 15th-16th due to the Education Minnesota Convention.  
 
Volunteers: We are off to a wonderful start with 90 volunteers registered to help at Elm Creek. We have retired teachers, 
community members, grandparents, parents, other family members and OHS, MGHS and OMS students as well as other youth 
volunteers. Elm Creek students are so fortunate to have the extra help. It makes a difference!  
 
New Staff:  A warm welcome goes out to our new staff:  

Lolita Davis-Business Resource Manager  

Moneque Downs-First Grade Teacher  

Sarah Hergott-2
nd

/3
rd

 Instructional ESP 

Christopher Holtz-Fifth grade Teacher 

Wendy Isler-Food Service Cashier  

Alayna Kirk-Fifth Grade Teacher 

Joan Magnuson-Library Media Specialist 

Maureen Major-English Learners ESP  

Jean Nelson-Special Education Resource Teacher  

Diane Nielsen-Vocal Music Teacher  

Melissa Schooley-Kindergarten Teacher 

Heidi Jo Servaty-Kindergarten Teacher 

Emily VanEyll-Psychologist  

Elizabeth Wald-Gifted and Talented Teacher  

TBN-English Learners Teacher 

 

Returning staff in new positions: 

Jill Benson-Webmaster  

Katie Braton-Fourth Grade Teacher  

Melissa Meier-Second Grade Teacher  

 



Our mission is to inspire and prepare all students with the confidence, courage and competence to achieve their dreams; 

contribute to community; and engage in a lifetime of learning. 

 
 

Added classrooms:  We were able to add two additional classrooms because class sizes were so high in Kindergarten (was 

31/class) and fifth grade (was 34/class).  With these two additional classrooms, we now have the same number of K-5 

classrooms that we did last year as a K-6 school.  We have a total of 22 K-5 classrooms. 

 

Mexico Project:  We are kicking off the tenth year of “Students Connecting through International Service”, an exciting 

leadership/service project that will include a trip to Tucson, Arizona and Sasabe, Sonora, Mexico.  Six elementary schools:  

Basswood, Rice Lake, Elm Creek, Park Brook, Edinbrook, and Oak View will each be selecting one fifth grade student to participate.  

These six students will attend meetings, conduct a school supply drive in their own school, and then travel together to Arizona and 

across the border to Mexico to deliver the supplies.  After the trip, the six students will create and together present a video report to 

each of their schools and to supporting organizations.  Local business and community groups will pay all trip expenses for the six 

students.  

District volunteer Tammie Epley has led school-supply drives and delivered the items to this school in Sasabe, Sonora, Mexico for 

fourteen years.  For the last nine years she has taken 5
th

 grade students with her to give them the opportunity to learn leadership 

skills, experience another culture, and to see first-hand the difference they can make through service to others.  Tammie and Oak 

View Principal Ann Mock will be leading the trip this year. 

Tears and Cheers:  Thank you to the PTO for having our first annual tears and cheers.  This is an opportunity, on the first day of 

school, for kindergarten parents to gather in the Media Center to meet the PTO and get to know other kindergarten families.   

 

Power Outage:  We had a great first week of school!  I was impressed, on the last day of our first week, with how well students 

and staff handled the power outage.  Everyone stayed calm.  All teachers got out their flashlights.  Many classrooms in the 

inner part of the school moved to join a classroom with a window.  It says a lot about a school when they are able to handle 

unexpected events so well. 

 

3
rd

 grade listening sessions:  Third grade teachers are having listening sessions with parents Tuesday-Thursday this week.  This 

is a brief meeting between the classroom teacher and the parents.  Teachers ask some questions and take time to listen and 

learn about their new students.   

 

Band/Orchestra sign-up:  Fifth grade students are invited to join the band or orchestra in the fall.  If they would like to 

participate in band or orchestra in middle school, they must start in fifth grade.  Band/Orchestra lessons occur during the 

school day.  Please check in with your fifth grade child’s teacher if  you need more information. 

 

APEX fun run: We are excited to announce that Elm Creek Elementary is participating in the Apex Fun Run in October!  Apex helps 

schools all over the country raise money while promoting leadership and fitness.  The Apex Fun Run will be the only fall fundraiser 

this year.   The Apex team will be at Elm Creek Elementary from October 19
th

 to October 30
th

.  During this time, the Apex team 

teaches the students leadership and fitness while helping raise pledges to help our school.   

 


